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Texas has a strong tradition of embracing 
immigrant culture and leading the nation 
with common-sense policies, such as 

the Texas DREAM Act, that have been critical 
to the prosperity of our state. There are 4.3 
million immigrants living in Texas, comprising 
16.5 percent of the total Texas population.1 
Put another way – one out of every six Texans 
is an immigrant*, and many more are part of 
immigrant families. 

*This fact sheet refers to Texas immigrants as any foreign-born 
resident regardless of immigration or U.S. citizenship status.
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Texas immigrants’ direct  
purchasing power in 2015:

$95.5 BILLION to   
$100 billion

2015

2014

2013

2012

2011

2010

2009

2008

2007

2006

2005

44.1%	 35.8%	 7.1%	 13.0% 

48.6%	 33.6%	 8.3%	 9.5%

42.9%	 40.4%	 9.0%	 7.8%

50.9%	 34.3%	 7.1%	 7.8%

57.4%	 25.5%	 9.9%	 7.2%

50.6%	 33.0%	 7.3%	 9.1%

59.0%	 26.8%	 7.7%	 6.5%

57.0%	 28.2%	 7.8%	 7.0%

61.0%	 22.4%	 6.2%	 10.4%

66.8%	 19.9%	 5.7%	 7.6%

69.4%	 17.3%	 7.8%	 5.5%

Source: Center for Public Policy Priorities analysis2

Source: Texas Demographic Center and Center for Public Policy Priorities analysis3



Immigrants have played a leading role in the state’s economic success and make up 21.2 percent 
of the total Texas labor force.11 Texas immigrants work in a wide range of jobs, most heavily 
concentrated in education, health care and social services.12

Immigrants also power the state economy as job creators, small business owners and 
entrepreneurs. Immigrants make up 18.4 percent of Texas business owners with paid employees13 
and are self-employed at a higher rate (9.4 percent) than the Native-born population (5.8 percent).14 

As consumers, immigrants add billions to the Texas economy and to our state’s sales-tax based 
revenue system. Texas immigrants earned nearly $119 billion in wage, salary, and self-employment 
income in 2015.15 Immigrant earnings 
represent 18.5 percent of wage, salary, 
and self-employment income in 
Texas.16 The direct purchasing power 
from these sources of income for 
immigrants in 2015 is estimated to 
be between $95.5 billion and $100 
billion.17

Of the 4.3 million immigrants living in Texas, an estimated 1.7 million are undocumented4 – about six 
percent of the total Texas population.5

While virtually all Texas kids were born in the U.S., one-third of all Texas children (nearly 2.4 million) 
live with one or more parents who is an immigrant.6 Of these children, half live with at least one parent 
who is not a U.S. citizen.7 Researchers estimate that 834,000 children in Texas live with one or more 

undocumented parents.8
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2.4 million Texas kids live with at least 
one parent who is an immigrant.

Half of these kids live with at least one 
parent who is not a citizen.

Researchers estimate 834,000 Texas 
kids live with one or more parents who 
is undocumented.  

Source: Kids Count Data Center9 and the Migration Policy Institute10

Every year, undocumented 
immigrants in Texas pay about 

$1.5 billion  
in state and local taxes.

Source: Institute on Taxation and Economic Policy18
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Where Texas Immigrants Work
Top 5 Industries by Foreign-Born Participation
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Educational Services, Health Care,  
Social Assistance

Construction

Professional, Scientific and Management, and 
Administrative and Waste Management Services

Manufacturing

Arts, Entertainment, and Recreation, and 
Food Services

All Other Industries

CPPP is an independent public policy organization that uses research, analysis and advocacy to promote solutions that enable Texans of all backgrounds to 
reach their full potential. Learn more at CPPP.org. For more information, please contact Oliver Bernstein at bernstein@cppp.org or call 512.823.2875.
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