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the facts about texas public education

WHO ARE OUR
STUDENTS AND
THEIR TEACHERS?

During the 2024-2025 school year, 5 years after the COVID-
19 pandemic, Texas enrolled 5.5 million students in public
and charter schools. While enrollment growth has slowed
in the first half of the decade, overall enrollment has grown
by 3% since the 2020-2021 school year, less than half of
the growth seen in the previous decade.  

Hispanic and Latino enrollment

continued to grow, while other

student group enrollment fell. 

White student enrollment has

declined each year since the

2021-2022 school year, with

2.28% fewer students in 2024-

2025 than the previous year.  

The majority of Texas public school students are students of color

majority classified as

economically disadvantaged
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 Young Texans of color are 74% of all Texas public and charter school students, and many of
them are also identified as economically disadvantaged, meaning they participate in the federal
free and reduced lunch program. Economically disadvantaged students were 60% of all students
in Texas in 2024-2025 – higher than the most recently available national average (53.3%).
Additionally, 1.45 million students (26% of all enrolled in 2024-2025) were emergent bilingual or
English learner students. While the overall population growth of Texas public and charter schools
has slowed, student groups who need targeted resources and specially certified teachers are
increasing. 
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TEXAS TEACHERS DO NOT REFLECT THE STUDENT POPULATION

The teacher population in Texas,

however, does not reflect the

student population. As recent as

the 2025 school year, Texas had

378,116 regular classroom

teachers, of which 52.5% were

white. 
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Not only are Texas students seeing
unfamiliar faces in their classrooms, but
teachers are also increasingly uncertified
and lack the training necessary to meet
student’s educational needs.  
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Uncertified teachers, over 42,000, have tripled since the 2020-2021 school year. The agency tracks the
number of “out-of-field” full-time equivalent teachers by subject, including those teaching Bilingual/ESL
and Special Education. 15.5% of all teachers in 2023-2024 were assigned to teach “out-of-field” subjects,
or courses for which they were not certified. Middle and High School courses had higher rates of out-of-
field teacher assignments than Elementary grade courses. 

Bilingual/ESL teachers across all three grade levels were among those most frequently assigned to out-
of-field courses. High School Bilingual/ESL courses, for example, had 46% out-of-field assignments, the
highest of any subject in those grades. Additionally, 53% of Special Education FTEs in all grade levels
were not content certified for the courses to which they were assigned. Texas educators, already
unreflective of student diversity, are increasingly uncertified and unprepared for their assigned
classrooms and content. 
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4 Texas Education Agency,“Uncertified Teachers 2019-2020 through 2024-
2025,”; Texas Education Agency,, “Out-of-Field Teaching for SY 2023-24 by
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https://tea.texas.gov/reports-and-data/educator-data/uncertified-teachers-historic-2024-2025.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/reports-and-data/educator-data/uncertified-teachers-historic-2024-2025.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/reports-and-data/educator-data/out-of-field-all-grades-and-subjects-2023-24.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/reports-and-data/educator-data/out-of-field-all-grades-and-subjects-2023-24.pdf

