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Recapture, also known as Robin Hood, is an equity tool that
levels funding between districts, ensuring that some
districts do not have drastically more resources than other
districts after taking into consideration student
demographics. Because the school finance system is
formula driven, recapture dollars do not increase the amount
of funding available for schools, instead these dollars
become a part of state aid to schools.

the facts about texas public education

RECAPTURE IS AN EQUITY TOOL 

In 2025, the state is

estimated to collect $2.5

billion in recapture funds.

This represents only 4%

of total local and state

non-recapture revenue

for schools.

While recapture dollars are statutorily dedicated to education, they are not dedicated exclusively to property-poor
districts. Charter schools, which are 100% state funded, also receive recapture dollars as a part of their state aid. 
Recapture levels the playing field between districts. This means if a property-wealthy district, one that pays into
recapture, is experiencing budget constraints all districts are in the same situation. Resentments property-wealthy
districts often express at having to pay recapture would be better directed at the Legislature for not adequately
funding public education. In essence, the Legislature is using recapture to bring the top down rather than making
investments that would bring the bottom up. 

The best ways to reduce recapture include: 
Increasing base level funding; 
Funding schools based on enrollment rather than attendance;
Increasing the funding amounts for our special populations, such as economically disadvantaged, emergent
bilingual, and special education students.
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