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Hello y hola!
 
Welcome to the second issue of Texas Forward, your data-driven guide to key issues shaping our state.
In our second issue, we recap proposed SNAP rule changes affecting food access for Texans across
the state and share a new SNAP Retailer Locator tool we’ve created for our communities. We zoom in
on economic opportunities, exploring which Texas counties have the widest gap between their richest
and poorest residents. Finally, we invite you to explore the diversity of our state with our Demographic
Data Explorer. 
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THE REAL STORY AROUND NEW FOOD
REQUIREMENTS 
The USDA is proposing changes to the SNAP Staple
Food Stocking Standards that would require
retailers to offer seven varieties of staple foods
instead of three, including at least three perishable
items.

SNAP

Texas is defined by its rapid growth and diverse
population, yet not all Texans share equally in the
state's prosperity.

INCOME INEQUALITY

EVERY TEXAN SPOTLIGHT: 
DEMOGRAPHIC DATA DASHBOARD

Texas is home to 31 million Texans from diverse
backgrounds. Explore demographic data profiles to
learn more about Indigenous Texans, Asian and Pacific
Islander Texans, and more.

FACES OF TEXAS

We believe data drives powerful change.
This newsletter is a tool to spark

dialogue and inspire collaboration.

In this issue:

https://everytexan.salsalabs.org/datanewsletter/index.html
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The USDA is proposing changes to the
SNAP Staple Food Stocking Standards
that would require retailers to offer
seven varieties of staple foods instead
of three, including at least three
perishable items. While intended to
expand access to fresh foods, these
changes would place new cost and
storage pressures on small, rural, and
low-margin stores that already operate
with limited refrigeration and thin
margins. Read more about the
proposed rule here.  

Explore our SNAP Retailer Locator
Map by Texas county to see where
communities are most dependent on
small retailers, and where the
proposed changes may pose the
greatest risk to food access. 

The Real Story around New
Food Requirements: SNAP

Visit Our Interactive Visualization Tool to
Learn More

The Gini Index

Texas is defined by its rapid growth and diverse
population, yet not all Texans share equally in the
state's prosperity. To understand where the largest
economic disparities lie, we used the latest Census
data to gauge prosperity via the Gini Index. The Gini
index is the standard measure of income inequality
and ranges from 0 (perfect equality) to 1 (perfect
inequality). 

Explore the data for yourself! 

A Tale of Two Texas Economies: 
Mapping County-Level Income Inequality 

TEXAS FORWARDTEXAS FORWARD
Data-Driven Solutions for Our State's Future

2

Check out some of our other SNAP
related data and maps here. 

https://everytexan.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/portfolio/index.html?appid=bef48428db8e4333bc855ce371894222
https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/25051118/
https://www.fns.usda.gov/snap/fr-092525
https://everytexan.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/basic/index.html?appid=3357f2872956417b88def883fdfe393c
https://everytexan.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/basic/index.html?appid=3357f2872956417b88def883fdfe393c
https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/25051118/
https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/25051118/
https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/25051118/
https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/25051118/
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/a5482d4fe05c4069a497f334417eb499/page/Food-Access-in-Tx
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Our analysis of the 2024 American Community Survey shows that most Texas counties with
populations over 65,000 have Gini coefficients close to or above the national average. Even
as the state economy booms, the gap between the richest and poorest residents remains a
significant challenge to the goal of a better future for all Texans.

Jump in to our interactive table to learn about the latest median household income for the 25
most populous metropolitan areas in Texas and see where your region ranks!  

Mapping Income Inequality by
Texas County

Dive Deep: Economic Data
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https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/25051379/


Dive Deeper

31 million people from all backgrounds call Texas home! Harris County tops the list for the
largest county population at 4.8 million. In 2023, the statewide median age was 35.9 years
of age. Today, it’s 35.5. This is some of the data you can learn about to join us in celebrating
the diversity of our state! 

the demographic data dashboard:
31 Million Texans and Counting

TEXAS FORWARDTEXAS FORWARD
Data-Driven Solutions for Our State's Future

Every Texan
Spotlight

www.everytexan.org 4

 With Thanks and Data,

Dive deeper into the numbers driving our education and health analyses.  
Visit our Data Hub. 

Got a data conundrum that needs a data-driven answer? We'd love to hear from you.
Data@everytexan.org

receive updates on our legislative advocacy and earned expertise.
Sign up for our Perspective Newsletter

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/a5482d4fe05c4069a497f334417eb499/page/Demographics
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/a5482d4fe05c4069a497f334417eb499
mailto:data@everytexan.org
https://every-texan.read.axioshq.com/signup/every-texan-perspective

